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'K.K. Pillay,

Moovendar - Race
[Letter Correspondence by the author with Dr. K.K. Pillay
(Historian)On Moovendar race|

R. DEVAASIRVATHAM,
180, Yagappa Nagar

To Dr. K.K. PILLAY,
Retired Professor & Head of the
History Department,

Madras University,
Chepauk, Chennai -5

From Thanjavur

4-5-1976.

Dear Sir,
I had occasion to go through your work "suflips agony wisepi; uasuT@b’
at page 399 of which, it is mentioned that a quarrel arose between Devendra

_kudumbars and Parayars over the use of certain privileges and as a result of the

same, the Parayars were conferred certain privileges like the use of white elephant,

white parasol, sixteen pillars pandal, eighteen musical instruments etc. I feel the

matter has been misreported. According to Karivalam Vandanallur temple
inscription, the above privileges belonged to Devendra Kudum bars from time
immemorial and that Tirumalai Nayakkan just recognised the same after verifying

- old copper plates and as regards the Parayars, he conferred on them a few privileges

like the use of three pillars Pandal, one Kodukku, one marappu etc. Prof. K.R.
Hanumanthan, Head of the History Department, Presidency College Chennai, has
aiso mentioned like that in his work 'Untouchability in Tamillagham', a thesis
submitted to the Madras University for Ph.D. I hepe the facts will be verified again
and error if any corrected when reprint of the work is taken up.

I am making a study about the Moovendar race and according to my findings,
Devendra kula velalars whom the caste people contemptuously call as pallans and who
figure as Mallars in the Sangam literature are the people who produced the Chera, Chola,
Pandya Kings both during the Sangam and the latter period. This is just for your

information.
Yours Sincerely,

With regards. (Sd.) R.D. Asirvatham

; Institute of 'Traditional Cutitures,
M.A., D.Litt., University Buildings, Chennai-5.
D.Phil (Oxon) 15-5-76
Director
Sir,

1 thank you for your letter of 4-5-76. 1 am sorry for the delay in
replying to your letter. 1 was out of station for a time.

I am much interested in the question raised by you; viz the conflict between
the Devendra Kudumbar and Parayar. My information is based on records in the
Tamil Nadu State Archives, Egmore. But if more reliable information is available, 1
shall be happy to look inte it, Kindly let me know the Epigraphic report in which the
concerned Karivalam Vandanallur temple inscription is published. 15
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I am interested in writing the socia) history of the Tamils in an objective
manner. Therefore any new and authentic piece of information is welcome.

I would also like to know the connection between the Devendra Kula

Velalar and the Chera, Chola, Pandyas of the Sangam period.
N S Thanking you,
Please reply me,
" Yours Smcerefy,
N (:Sd‘) K.K. PILLAY.

To  Thiru. R. DEVA ASIRVATHAM,

Retired Dy Collector, Fapafl
P lso,YagarppaNagar,- T ‘ ST TIE BN e bedf
’li’lranjavu’n e T e S EPE  EE THREI . Do

e yd
Thani%‘"ﬂ{o
24—5-76 i

| R.DEVAASIRVATHAM
. ,180 YagappaNagar
i !?E

D“P S"’ £ s Reuived yom' letter datgd 15—5—76. Fur Karwalam Vandanauum
Calver(, you: may -please refer to inscription No. 432/1914, published in.the South;:
" Indian'Templé inscriptions Part 1I.(Tinnevelly District; Sankaranayinar Kojl Taluk),
Devendra Kudumbars or Devendra: Kula Velalars are none-else than Mallars, the
people: of :Maruddnilam, who founded the three Tamil Kingdoms-Chera, Chels;
Pandyas auwd after the Kalablira interregnum;, they again:.came to power. After
subjugation -by. the Vijayanagar -rulers, they were persecuted and degraded cas
Pallars by the composition ‘of a large number of pallu songs. The poligar system
was, lntrodr,lced only with a view to depnvmg these people of their land holdings.
Becausc of ;Mir.hberahty, these people were called as velalars and in latter mcgleva,l{
pcriod as, Vplla.lan, When Vanous sectmns draWn from Kurmp, Mullai_ and el a‘g

regions, . who gau\gd ig social status, began to style themselves. as VreIIalarv i
original Vellalars assumed the title of Devendra Kulathar - Devendran, Indr' «ﬁ
Purandaram ali meanipg Vendan, the god of Marudanilam. All the Tamil Scholars
have, deliberately /distorted. the literature and grammar . etc,, with the result,
lustonans have not hither to been able to find out the tribe ‘which ruled over Tamil
Nadu during the Sangam and the latter period. Historians are confusmg themselves
with the.words:Mdrasi. Tirayan-and Vanavan.All the Tamil kings were from Malard
only:: The study abeait Mallars lias been neglected by scholars. This: tribe shouid
_ havé-béen responsible for the Harappa Civilisation. They have offered résisfancé
to Alexander. They had a republican form of Government during Buddha's pgtiod
#nd-Buddha is said to:have breathed his last in the kingdom of the Mallars. In
Nepal also, the Mallars were in power till in 17th century A.D. or so. Whether the
Harappa and Adichanallur Civilisation were simultaneous or one preceded the
other, is a matter for study by research scholars.

After overthrow by the Nayaks, Devendrakuia Velalars were suppressed
and oppressed and they being deprived of their holdings, in effect became agricultaral

serfs. In these days Parayars were set up to spite them and so the conflict between
16
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the twao sections.

with kind regards.
Yours Sincerely,

To (Sd.) R.D.ASIRVATHAM.
Dr. K.K. PILLAY,

Institute of Traditional cultures,
University Buildings,

Chennai - 5.

Institute of Traditional cultures
Dr. K.K. PILLAY Room No.94, UniversityBuildings,
M.A,, D.Litt., Chennai - 600 005.
D.Phil.; (Oxon)
Director ~ Dated: 12-7-1976

No. 190/2/PP/76-1.

Dear Thiru Deva Asirvatham

I thank you for your interesting letter. I do hope that you would make a
detailed research on Devendra Kula Vellalars and Mallars and publish a correct
documented treatise embodying your conclusions.

Yours Sl
With regards. ours Sincerely,

(Sd.) K.K. PILLAY.

To
Thiru. R. DEVA ASIRVATHAM,

‘180, Yagappa Nagar,

Thanjavur.
v Review of Moovendar Yaar? by the Indian Express (March I1, 1978.)

- The three Tamil monarchs, Chera, Chola and Pandya of yore had a very

" hoary origin dating back to the pre - Sangam age say two to three thousand years

B.C. The author of this book tries to trace their origin to the three very ancient
Tamil people called Mallar or Pallar who were agriculturists by profession and the
first builders of cities, towns and kingdoms on river banks. These aborigins were
later reduced to the state of serfs under the Telgu and Muslim rulers. They were
also known by the name of Devandra Kudumbars or Devendra Kula Velalars who
were the founders of the Chera, Chola and Pandya Kingdoms and who came to
power again after the Kalabra inlerregnum. The Poligar system introduced by the
Vijayanagar rulers deprived these people of their land holdings and they were
reduced to abject poverty. Being originally inhabitants of the Marudam tract or
fertile agricultural land they worshipped Indra (also known as Vendan. Devendran,
Purandaran etc.,) the Lord of the region and called themselves Devendra Kulathaar.
The author charges literature with deliberately attempting to distort historical facts
to suppress the truth aboul the original tribes which ruled Tamil Nadu during the
Sangam age and the later period and asserts that all the Tamil Kings were Mallars
only who were also responsible for the Harappan civilisation. They met with their
fall from the 16th century A.D. These people were not only agriculturists but also
warriors. The author believes that Pandavas of Hastinapur belonged to this ancient
tribe. 17




elpGauibmT Corm.,Comwiw, umenr ipun s G e b BT T seir.

Wweireremy Giblp ereorm ClermaorGoureir,
LODmEUEnT S g;LEILurr Blevsmsy sTeoml G@amssaileeme.,
MHIT 60T Em&mmumm S|SSEOIILLD FodsvsnL GumL (5
ﬂaﬂaﬁmﬂum_ﬁm omiGs ey afyer, e Gammast Glsensy.
DFDEGU uSlens wsrenisar eearm Glamnaer Lj@&.ﬂﬂ;ﬁg

sfigupiD IDEMENMING & (Hd & mITy a6
m&-m@tb mﬁirmr,[rrrm @@&.ﬁmn&msﬁ
DD BOBHID IDENENTBONTEH @ (HBEMNI GO,

eV nailend, L rrt;.|_rr Giosorm FF-'&.TH L0 &7 (5 g s
(LpEnTaeT &IT H

aflwhg GumGeoreor.

W LIE) 5 S ]_IB|I-I1.

@lnr_ﬁmirmﬁn ofi g & @b s\u@mﬁ-mm 2 waji &b
m@mgmmggn@m mmﬂmygm 61 Ll i

(Rarrsr 5w 6)
61 & (5 LD GD 60 ﬁﬂm-:ﬁ!r- ﬁmmﬁﬁujrr@m
w5 B0 IDEHHEHID WETEME FaTU

] T ]

o catn ENPERIS 1M DESIGNG




